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IN THE CLAIMS : 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-11, 15-17, 19-23, 25, and 27-30 in accordance with the 
following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus^ comprising: 
image generating means for generating a sequential character image by connecting a 

plurality of unit image groups, wh i rh nm respective l y -each of the p lurality of unit image groups 
being made up of a plurality of sequential images, being d efined and guaranteed in advance to 
indicate one communication information to a viewe r^and being spec ified by attribute information 
corresponding to the one communication information ind icated thereby: and 
display means for displaying said sequential character image. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) T^Anjmage generating apparatus, as claimed i n 
nin i m 1 , whinh further compripos comprising : 

an image generating part generating a seouential character image by connecting^ 

plurality of unit image groups, each defined and guaranteed in ad vance to indicate a respective, 

individual communication information to a viewer 

a display part configured to display said sequential character ima ge: and 

^storage mnnnn for atorino part storing a plurality of said unit image groups, 

said storage meane -part s toring a plurality of kinds of unit image groups having mutually 

different starting reference images and ending reference images with respect to a same 

communication information, and 

said image generating meatf^fiartreading a leading unit image group and a trailing 

image group which has a starting reference image approximately matching an ending reference 

image of the leading unit image group from said storage means and connecting the leading and 

trailing unit image groups. 
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3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to generate a sequential character image, sa jd proqram 
comprising: 

anjmage generating mnnns for -procedure c ausing the computer to generate a 
sequential character image by connecting a plurality of unit image groups wh tefe - oro resp e ctive l y, 
»ar.h of the plurality of unit imaoe groups being made up of a plurali ty of sequential images, 
being d efined in advance and guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information 
to a vi^ rand being specified by attribute info rmation corresponding to the one communication 

information indicated thereby, and 

adisplay «n^ns for -procedure c ausing the computer to display said sequential character 

image. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus which generates a 

motion picture, comprising: 

a database ctaww -rinnfioured to store unit component images, rocpoctivgly e ach 
representing a respective s eries of actions, oach of ooid un i t component imagoo b eing defined 
and guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewer and being 
made up of a plurality of images including a starting image and an ending image of an action of 
a character, 

a data retrieving nart configured to s electively soorohing and reading search and read t he 
unit component images stored in said database; and 

a connecting part nnnnoctino configure d to connect a n end image of a first unit 
component image read by said data retrieving part and a starting image of a second unit 
component image read by said data retrieving part. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus for generating a 

motion picture, comprising: 

a database cfcanng -rionfiqured to store unit image groups respectively representing an 
action of a character and made up nf a plurality of sequential images, in correspondence with 
attribute information defining each action, each of said unit image groups being defined and 
guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewe r by the action 
represented thereby ; 

a retrieving p^rt m*dmg -r»nfiaured to read a unit image group corresponding to input 
attribute information from said database, based on the input attribute information; and 
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an editing mnanc for e diting - part configured to edjtt he unit image group read by said 
retrieving part. 

6. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to generate a motion picture, said program comprising: 

a data retrieving parf -orocedure causing the computer to selectively search and read unit 
component images stored in a database which stores unit component images f copoctivo l y 
representing a -resoective s eries of actions, each of said unit component images being defined 
and guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewer and being 
made up of a plurality of images including a starting image and an ending image of an action of 
a character; and 

a connecting part-procedure c ausing the computer to connect an end image of a first unit 
component image which is caused to beread by said data retrieving f^piocedjjre_and a 
starting image of a second unit component image which is caused to beread by said data 
retrieving paf torocedure . 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to generate a motion picture, said program comprising: 

a retrieving Bart -procedure c ausing the computer to read a unit image group 
corresponding to input attribute information from a database, based on the input attribute 
information, said database storing unit image groups respectiv e ly - re presenting aft -respective 
actions of a character and made up of a plurality of sequentiaMmages, in correspondence with 
attribute information defining each action, each of said unit image groups being defined and 
guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewe rbythe respective 
action represented thereby; and 

anediting ma*wa for procedure c ausing the computer to edit the unit image group 
caused to read by said retrieving pariprocedure. 
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8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus comprising: 
anjmage generating part moanc for generating a sequential character image by 

connecting a plurality of unit image groups wh i ch arc rocpoc ti vely , each of the plurality of unit 
image groups beino made uo of a plurality of ^ n n*ntial imaoes, being defined and guaranteed 
in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewer, and being specified by 
attribute information corresponding to the one co mmunication information indicated thereby; 
adisplay part m oons for displaying the sequential character image; and 
acontrol *™ ™ntmmng configured to display a device depending on a motion of 

the sequential character image. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus,, comprising: 
a sequence generating part moanc for part generating an operation sequence by 

connecting a plurality of picture scenes of a character image generated by said image 
generating apparatus, by treating the character image in units of significance spaces 
corresponding to one picture scene from a point in time when a switching of one picture of the 
character image occurs to a point in time when a next switching of one picture occurs, 

each of said significance spaces being defined as an object at least including a method 
corresponding to a character display and a method corresponding to a user input and/or output 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image generating apparatus as claimed in claim 
9, wherein said sequence generating ffleaftS-£art _inc1udos m e ano for cat l ing cajlsa 
corresponding data file by searching a database based on a retrieval key specified by each 
method. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to generate an operation sequence, said program comprising: 

a sequence generating moans for procedure c ausing the computer to generate an 
operation sequence by connecting a plurality of picture scenes of a character image, by treating 
the character image in units of significance spaces corresponding to one picture scene from a 
point in time when a switching of one picture of the character image occurs to a point in time 
when a next switching of one picture occurs, each of said significance spaces being defined as 
an object at least including a method corresponding to a character display and a method 
corresponding to a user input and/or output 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The computer-readable storage medium as claimed in claim 11, 
wherein each of said significance spaces further includes at least one of a method 
corresponding to audio reproduction, a method corresponding to a cooperation process of the 
character display and the audio reproduction, and a method corresponding to a background 
image. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A databasei comprising: 

a character image stored in units of significance spaces corresponding to one picture 
scene from a point in time when a switching of one picture of the character image occurs to a 
point in time when a next switching of one picture occurs, and 

each of said significance spaces is defined as an object at least including a method 
corresponding to a character display and a method corresponding to a user input and/or output. 

1 4. (ORIGINAL) The database as claimed in claim 1 3, wherein an operation 
sequence is generated by connecting a plurality of picture scenes of the character image, and 
data files of the character image stored in the database are searched based on retrieval keys 
specified by each of methods. 

1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating method to generate a motion 
picture, comprising: 

defining communication Information, which guarantees in advance to indicate the 
communication information to a viewer; 

generating a sequential character image by connecting a plurality of unit image groups 
w h i c h, rc =pcn tivTTly. *ar.h of the Plurality of uni t Image groups b eing made up of a 

plurality of seouential images, being defi n ed and guaranteed in advance to indicate one 
communication information to a *nn heing specified bv attribute information 

corresponding to the one communication info rmation indicated thereby, and 

displaying said sequential character image. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) T-he-An_image generating method ao claimed in claim 
is .iwhir.h furfhnr mmprippf tto generate a mot ion picture, comprising: 

defining communication Information, whic h guarantees in advance to indicate the 
communication information to a viewer 
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generating a sequential character image bv connectin g a plurality of unit image groups 

which, respectively, indicate the communication inform ation to a viewer 
djsplaving said sequential character image: 
storing a plurality of said unit Image groups^; 

storing a plurality of kinds of unit image groups having mutually different starting 
reference images and ending reference images with respect to a same communication 
information-land 

reading a leading unit image group and a trailing unitjmage group which has a starting 
referent j ma ge approximately matching an ending reference image of the leading unit image 
group from said storage means and connecting the leading and trailing unit image groups. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image generating apparatus^ comprising: 

an image generator generating a sequential character image by connecting a plurality of 
unit image groups uihigb^^pftctivel v. roprocont representing an action of a character and made 
up of a plurality of sequential images, in correspondence with attribute information defining each 
action, each of t he plurality of unit image groups age-being defined and guaranteed in advance 
to indicate one communication information to a viewer bv the action represented thereby; and 

a display part displaying said sequential character image. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The image generating apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the plurality of said unit image groups are made up of humanoid images. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The computer-readable storage medium as claimed 
in claim 3. wherein the plurality of said unit image groups are made up of humanoid images. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image generating apparatus as claimed in claim 
9, further comprising; 

a cooperation unit adjusting a reproducing time of image data when the reproducing time 
of the image data and a reproducing time of audio data do not match, such that the adjusted 
reproducing time of image data matches the reproducing time of audio data. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The^An image generating method ac claimed in cl ai m 
. is furth n r - Gomprising to generate a motion p icture, comprising : 

defining communication information, which guarantees in advanc e to indicate the 
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communication informa tion to a viewer. 

generating a sequential character imaoe bv connectin g a plurality of unit image groups 
which, respectively, indicate the communicati on information to a viewec 

displaying said sequential charact er image: and 

adjusting a reproducing time of image data when the reproducing time of the image data 
and a reproducing time of audio data do not match, such that the adjusted reproducing time of 
image data matches the reproducing time of audio data. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-Ao image generating apparatus qg claimed in 
claim 1. «comprisino: 

an image generating part generating a sequential charact er image bv connecting a 
plurality of unit image groups, which are respectively defined and guaranteed in advance to 
indicate one communication information to a vie wer: and 

a display part displaying said seouential character image. 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-A computer-readable storage medium as 
cl ai me d in cbim 3, which stores a program causing a computer to generate a sequential 
character image, said program c omprising: 

an imaoe generating procedure causing the computer to generate a seouential character 
image by connecting a plurality of unit image groups which are respec tively defined and 
guaranteed in advance to indicate one communication information to a viewer, and 

a display procedure causing the computer to display said se ouentiat character image. 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The image generating apparatus as claimed in 
claim 4, wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-An image generating apparatus ac c l aimed in 
claim 5. fo r generating a motion picture, comprising: 

a database storing unit image groups, each re presenting a respective action of a 
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character and made up of a plurality of images, in correspondence with attribute information 
riPfinina each action, each of said unit imag e Groups being defined and guaranteed in advance 
to indicate one communication in formation to a viewer; 

a retrieving part rea ding a unit image oroup co r responding to input attribute information 
from said database, based on the input attribut e information; and 

an editing part editing the unit image g roup read by said retrieving part, 
wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

26. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The computer-readable storage medium as 
claimed in claim 6, wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective 
starting image substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-A_computer-readable storage medium as 
i bimod in c bim 7, w hich stores a program for causing a co m puter to generate a motion picture, 

said program comprising: 

a retrieving procedure causing the computer to read a unit image group corresponding to 
innut attribute information from a database, b a sed on the input attribute information, said , 
database storing unit image groups respecti v ely representing an action of a Character and made 
un of a plural^ nf images, in rnrresoondenc ^ with attribute Information defining each acttQ JL 
each of said unit image nrnups being defined and guaranteed in advance to indicate one 
communication information to a viewer, and 

an editing procedure causing the computer to adit the unit image group caused to read 

bv said retrieving part. 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-An image generating apparatus, ac oloimod i n 
fit nim 8. comprising: 

an image generating part generating a seouential cha racter image bv connecting a 
plurality of unit image groups which are r espectively defined and guaranteed in advance to 
indicate one communication informa tion to a viewer 

a display part displaying the seguential chara cter imaoe: and 

a control part controlling a device depending on a tno tinn of the seouential character 
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image. 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The-An image generating method as cloimod in cloi m 

jtSj-tn generate a motion picture, comprising; 

defining communicatinn informatio n - which guarantees in advance to indicate th e 

communication inform ation to a viewer, 

rpneratino a sequent^ character ime^ h Y connecting a plurality of unit image groups 
which, respectively, indicate the comm u nication information to a viewer, and 

disolavino said sequential characte r image. 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Tbe^njrnage generating apparatus oc cla i med i n 
nlnim 17. comprising; 

an ima ge generating part generating a sequen tial character image by connecting a 
plurality of unit image groups which, respe ctively, represent an action and the plurality of unit 
imaoe groups are guaranteed in advance t o indicate one communication information to a viewer; 
and 

a display part displaying said seoue ntial character image, 

wherein at least one of the plurality of unit image groups has a respective starting image 
substantially identical to a respective trailing image. 
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